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ABSTRACT

A historic step was taken with the signing of tBé@RC charter in Dhaka on December 8, 1985. Thisasted
the birth of SAARC (The South Asian AssociatiorRiegional Cooperation). SAARC has eight Membeionatnamely
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldivesp®, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SAARC was establishddlfill the
following objectives-to promote and strengthen exdive self-reliance among the countries of Soutla,Ato enhance
economic growth, to assist each other in varioakl§ such as economic, social, cultural etc. andfter cooperation and
assistance with international and regional organiaa with similar aims and objectives. The purpo$ehis article is to
analyze the growth rate of India’s exports to amports from SAARC region and also to analyze Isdmlateral trade
relations with its two major trading partners of SRC namely Bangladesh and Nepal during the five pedod from
2013-14 to 2017-18.Statistical tools such as pemgsm method and regressions in log natural formehbeen used to
arrive at conclusive results. The study concluthes$ India’s trade with SAARC region has witnesseid@ during the five
year period with exports rising at 15% and impadrtsreasing at 16%.There has been a significant gnow the major
commodities exported to Bangladesh and Nepal. Aisports from both Bangladesh and Nepal have wipgs rise.
However, an interesting feature emerging from thuels is that some major commodities imported freendgdadesh and
Nepal both have experienced a steep decline.
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